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70 THE HONOURABLE, 


SW GERARD NAPPER, 
Knight and Baronet. 


Moſt Honoured & 7 R, 5 
Reefs /7e World doth/much call for 
ml SS 21s Little worke of my Fathers, 
Ge who i now with God. And the 
* Communion of Saints being ſo 
preat a part of our moſt holy Faith, { dare 
mt keep it back from any ChriStian mans 
ejoyment ; Yet ut being a piece, which was 
formed in your ſervice, while you were She- 
rife of Dorſet-ſhire, T refuſe to ſend it 
firth but with your copnizance, and under 
your Patronage. It 1 juſt, that having 
beene borne, as it were, in your houſe, it 
ſhould not become the propertie of others, 
Az without | 


without a- ſpecialt reſerve of its chiefe hy. 
mage unto your ſelfe. When it was pru. 
ched to you from the Pulpit, it Found yy 
great acceptance : IF hope it ſhall finde 

reat, now it ſalutes you from the Dreſ, 
And if it ſhall be ſtill as welcome to your ey 
as it was then unto your eare, it will mu 
encourage me to inherite as well my F4. 
thers affeftions to- you as his name, andy 
let you ſee , that though he be dead, yi 
there 1s ſtill alro? 


Moſt honour'dS 1s, 


Your faithfull and hum- 
ble Servant, 
WILE: LYTFORD 
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From my Study in. 
Mag. Coll. O-xox. 
Oftob, 22, I653 . 


(1) 


D A N. 3.14. to 18. 
Isittrrgeo SHADRACH, &C. 


= Heſe two things, The Tyths of Chriſt, and 
51 Fo Peace among Brethren, ought to be precious 
SV co every Son ofthe Church - *Twas a bleſſed 


AY}, = 


21 tl time when the multitude of Believers were of 


uy 
= 2 munion in DoEtrine and Fellowſhip, in brea- 
king of Bread and Prayers, they heard together, they received 
topether, they prayed togerher ; and according to this primi- 
tvePatterne, all good Chriftians ſhould endeavour to walk, 
andthoſe Churches are happy which hold that bleſſed knor of 
Truth and Love : Contrary whereunto are thoſe two reigning 
ents among us at this day, viz. Yantonneſſe of Spirit, and Pride 
#Spirit ; Through the wantonneſle ofmens ſpirits craving an 
abſolute liberty in matters of God, the ſacred Truths of God 
re corrupted and vilified; And through the: Pride of mens 
ſpirits on the other hand, impoſing matters of Opinion and 
Worſhip under temporall penalties, the Quict of mens 
Conſciences, and Unity among Brethren is exceedingly diſtur- 
bedand unſetled. There is much evill in both extreams, either 
that all things ſhould be tolerated, or Nothing ; that Nothing 
ſtiould be reſtrained, or that All things ſhould be impoſed,and 
"gay enforced under temporall inflictions ; the one leads to 
ieand Atheiſme, the other to Perefcution. Now to ſhape 
acourſe out of Gods Word - 1. How the ſacred Truths of 
God and the preciousSouls ofMen,'thoſe great truths commit- 
teto our charge.) And 2. How the juſt Liberty of Conſcience 
{for meddle not without my line) with due reverence to Au- 
thority.may be preſerved: pure and blameleſle, is the ſcope of 
enſuing diſcourſe, unto which endsI ſhall endeavour to 
Hye with all clearneſſe, Chriſtian- Moderation and Sobriety, 


£ 
: 


Tom the words now read in your eares. 


A.3 Whether. 


q oze heart, and one Soule, when they held Coin- AGs 4: 3% 


(2) 

\Whether N ebnchadnezzar did ere this huge Statue off 
a vaſt coſt (for it was of God) and bigneſle (60. cubits hig) 
out of ambition and vaine-glory, as a Monument of his Gre 
neſſe and Magnificence, -- or out of Blinde Zeale to his Go 
Bell, to whom it was dedicated, -- or out of Policy to bring] 
his Dominions and People to an Uniforrnity in Religiona 
\Vorſhip, the better to prevent Diſſentions and Diviſions 
his Kingdome, which might be occaſioned by the exerciſe of 
the Jewes Religion now ſcattered amongſt them > Whether 
all, or any of theſe chings might move him, I determine ng, 
But moſt likely it is, chat there was ſomething of Deſigneini, 
for the Princes of Zavyloy, ſeeing their Greatneſle andGly 
eclipſed by Strangers and Captives , moved with Envy a 
Indignation, adviſed the King to ſuch a ſpecious Action of De 
votion, whereby they might intrap, and work the ruined 
choſe Jewiſh Commanders, for wer. 12. they informe again 


\ Shadrach, Jeſhach and Abeanego, that theſe men have mtr: 


garded thee 0 King, they ſerve not thy Gods, nor worſhip theGil- 
den Image which thou haſt ſet xp : Upon this information X+ 
buchaduezzar ſends for them, and beſpeaks them in thewar 
of my Text, [s it true O Shadrach, Meſhach, and eAbtamp, 
do not ge ſerve my Gods, nor worſhip the Image which Thavwſt 
p ? q. d. Iſhould leaſt of all men expected this from you, 
you,who are at my mercy, you that have been ſo highlyab 
vanced by me : He uſed them civilly (as the Phraſe is ) yetcy. 
elly, he did not preſently condemne them till he had heat 
their defence, and in his ſpeech he did ſeeke to win themgs it 
willing to believe it to be true, which was informed, 1s it rw 
O Shadrach, that you do not ſerve my Gods, ver.14. perhapsi 
was an over-fight,or ſome needleſle ſcruple in you,or a mil-w- 
formation to me, I ſhall be willing to paſſe it by, if nowatht 
you will conforme ; Take time ito conſider of it ; But ifyol 
perſiſt, I cannot-help you, you muſt be caſt into the fiery For 
nace , for ſo isthe Law, ver.15. Then followes their Anſye, 
ver.16, 17. We are not carefull to anſwer thee in thu matt, 


as if they ſhould ſay, your Majeſty is not miſ-informed, wed 


not:worſhip your Gods, and the truth is, we cannot, we it 


ſufficiently adviſed and reſolved in this matter, we any 
ar 


(3) 


further time for conſuſtation ; And whereas you threaten us 
mith Death for our refuſall, this is no fatisfa&ion to our Con. 
kience, nor diſcharge of our Duty, we are not moved with 
thy threatnings, we are ready to ſacrifice our lives to the will 
zndcommand of our God, rather than our Conſcience, or Re- 
gion to thy will : Tt is a poor Religion, and a poor God, that 
snotworth the dying for. And if our God fee cauſe by this 
meanes to call for our lives, we are contented to pay a debt of 
Nature in a debt of Duty ; and yet we know that he can de- 
liver us from thy Fornace, if it feeme good unto him, 
but if not, we cannot gratifie thee in this matter, 7/ee wi 
ut ſerve thy Gods, we rather yeild our bodies, and Gods will be 
done. 
In which Conference note two remarkable Acs, 

1; One of the King,enjoyning an At of Worſhip upon men 
ofa cferent judgement, and thoſe, poore Captives, under che 
ſharpeſt penaltie. | 
2. The other of the poor vanquiſhed Captives, their refuſal!, 
cufing rather to ſuffer, than ro ſin againſt God, reſolving ia 
the = of Dutie to truſt God with their lives, ve. 1G, 
17,18, 

Sundry particulars are obſervable , but I ſhall reduce the 
whole into 2. DoAtrines. 


hgion, yet it may not compell, or, enforce under temporall 
peralties to an AR of Worſhip, eitffer in it ſeife evill, or evill 
inthe judgement of him upon whom itis impoſed : [| Nebu- 
thadvezzar ſets up an Image, requires a Worſhip to it uuder 
ne death : This was ill in him, and the like is il} in any man 


gang alt humane dread and terror, out of a confident perſwa- 
that God is Lord of our lives, able to deliver, and in an 
bumble reſignation to-his wiſdome whether he will deliver or 
potin ſuch a ſtrait, is a ſtrength of ſpirit to be eadeavoure1 
after by ail that feare God and would keep a good conſcience : 
did thefe three men. 


This 


.Though the civill power hath much to do in matters of Re- ,, 


D2.From their Anſw.is this, To cleave to Gods will and ways D,7- 


; Ibegin with the firſt DoRrine:Though the Civill Power, &c. ,, 


m4 


$I 


(4) 
This Truth js evidenced by the Repentance of A/eburhadez; 
2.17, V. 28. Bleſſed be God that hath changed the Kings word: By 
this Retracation he-condemns his former crueltie. Note that 
paſſage of Paxls Repentance recorded, ects 26.11. I punjſhel 
them oft in every Synagogue, and compelled them to blaſphemy . 
it was a great weakneſſe in them to blaſpheme, bur it was 1 
great wickedneſſe in Paul to” compell them ; and thus much 
S. Paul confeſſeth, that it is an Act of Perſecution ty 
compell poor Chriſtians to deny what they believed concerning 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Obj. 1t may be ſ:1d, $. Paul ſinned becauſe he compelled to tha 
which was evil ( as here Nebuchadn. ata) elſe he needed mit tore- 
pert of what he had done. 

S$»l. 1. That which he did, was not evil in the judgement of 
Authority; for vez/ſe 10. Saint Paul had a Commiſſion lo to do, 

2. Nor was it evill in the judgement of his owne Conſcience, 
for he verily thought, that he ought to doe many things. 
gainſt the name of Jeſus, ver. 9. The evill of his aQing there- 
tore did not lie only in the Object whereunto he compelled, 
but in the very a& of compelling Chriſtians to go againſt ther 
owne Conſciences. EP 

3. To put the ſinfulneſſe of compelling upon the ObjeR, ts 
altogether unſatisfaRory, for the queſtion will ſtill recurre,who 
ſhall judge of the right 2 Is not every Power judge of its owne 
right 2 They that thank it juſt to compell others to yeildtoan 

anknowa truth,or duty, will think it hard to be compelledto a 
like unknown duty by a contrary Power; And yet Error inPo- 
wer, thinks it hath as much right to a forcible impoſition, as 
Truth hath when it is in Power. 

$1.4., Note from this Confeſſion of S. Pax! two things, 

1. That anerring Conſcience does not excuſe in caſe of mi 
actings ; Perſwaſion of Conſcience is not the ground, nor 
prime rule of mens actings, (for the Conſcience it ſelfe mult 
be regulated, eIſe it will be a falſe witneſſe of God. As Cor- 

ſcience is ſet between God and us, ſo it muſt ſpeak from Gol 
co us, not from Satan, or any Spirit of deluſion.) Saint Paw 

verily thought he ought to doe many things contrary to the 

Name of Jelus, yet was he not thereby exculed ;/ he didito0t 


in . 


matte! 
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(5) 
qmalice, but his erring conſcience put him upon that aRion, 
vhich was damnable. = 
| 2, Note, that the plea of authority is not a ſufficient diſ- 
targe before God , for Panl had Commillion for what hee 
id, But he and his Commiſſion were wicked, and I believe 
hat many are and may be damned for their miſaQtings,though 
they bave authority for what they do, yea, though they be alſo 
nconſcience perſwaded that they do nothing butwhat is good, 
the ewes that crucified Chriſt , and they of whom Chriſt 
ſpeakes foh.13.3 . He that kills yon, will thinke they ao God good 
{ruice: Paul had been damned for his perſecuting,, unleſle hee 
tad repented,though he did it ignorantly. 

Thus for the proofe in generall, There be two Branches of 
qur Do&rine. 1. That the Civill Magiſtrate may do much in 
natters of Religion. 2, Yet not this,viz. to impoſe under tem- 

rall penalties ; There be two extremes, ſome thinke the Ma- 
zitrate has nothing to do in matters of Religion ; others,.that 
he may do what hee liſt. Some claime an abſolute freedeme 
from all Civill Power , as being for matter of Faith and Wor- 
ſhip under Chriſt your King alone. Others challenge to the 
Magiſtrate a Power of impoſing the publikely owned and eſta- 
lifed Religion : The one is too looſe, the other too rigid. 

The right or wrong apprehending and executing of this 
pradticall point is of great good , or great miſchiefe to the 
Church of Chriſt : therefore for diſtin&t proceeding , I ſhall 
endeavor to reſolve theſe two Queſtions | 1. hat the Civill 
Maire has to doe in matters of Religion, [_ 2. What he may 
ut dre. 

Tothe former.,.it is very much that the Civill Magiſtrate 
may and ought to doe for Chriſt ; for though the Magiſtrates 
be not Chrilts Officers of his Mediatory Kingdome, as the Mi- 
niters of the Goſpell are; The Civill Power is a Beame of Gods 
ooreraignity over the World , and of his providentiall King- 
ome, not directly. of his Kingdome of grace,;yet all power is 
committed unto Chriſt , and God has appointed the exerciſe 
of his power governing the World , to be ſerviceable to the 
ancement of the Kingdome of his deare Son, and to the 

of tum upon his holy Hill , according to that gracious 
B promiſe 


5 
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(6) 
promiſe made to the Churches of the Gents/es.Eſ.49.23, K;, ; 
ſhall be thy nm ſong Fathers, and Dncens thy nurſing Moths; 
Though they be notFathers to beget thee, yet they ſhall bef;. 
thers to nurſe thee up, they ſhall carry thy Sonnes anz thy 
daughters in their Armes ( 5.e.) they ſhall contribute their 41d 
and aſbſtance for the upholding and enreaſing of the Church, 
And the Nation and Kingdome that will not ferve thee,(when 


Pialme 2. 19. this Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt comes to be revealed to them)He 


4. Conc. 


w1ill require it at your hands, they ſhall periſh. Z/.60. 12.*Frgn 
*© this Uncion it is, that Magiſtrates are bound to ſerie 
*« Chriſt,as Magiſtrates, that is, uſe their civill power to ſer 
* Chriſts Kingdome : The adminiſtration of Civill Juſtice isnq: 
** ſufficient to give them the title of nurſing Fathers {for { 
* much the 7xrk at this day doth yeild them,and yet heisng 
* Nurſe Father to the Church. ) But the Civill Power istobe 
5 uſed for the Churches ſpirituall good. 1 75.2. 2. The Oh- 
«© jet and end of the Kings Power, ts not onely the external 
© peace of humane ſociety , but alfo honeſty and godlineſſe to 
< be procured by his Civill coative Power, and for this cauſe 
*© Paul willeth us to pray for Kings, and all that are in autho- 
** rity. Here's the qwod fir,that the Magiſtrate may do much: 
how much that is,will appeare in theſe foure Concluſiows. 
7. For propagation of Religion and truth of Jeſus Chriſ; 


1. Propagats- jy js his duty to take care 'that the Goſpell be preached toal 


07, 


the people committed to his charge and governance , thus fr 
boſaphat ſent Princes and Prieſts to teach in all the Cities of 
7udah. 2 Chren.17.8.9. Itisa moſt fond device to makead: 
tinRion between the Kings of F4dah , and Chriſtian Princes, 
for what the one did by virtue of their Office, the ſame, tht 
other ought to doe, by virtue of the ſame Office, if there ber0 
particular exception or limitation ; God enjoynes our obed- 
ence to Chriſtian Magiſtrates as well as unto them, Rom.13.!. 
Let every ſonle be ſwbjet, &c. And the, Scriptare enjoyning 
the duty of the ſubje,doth eſtabliſh the authority of the Chr: 
ſtian Magiſtrate (for they are Relatives.) | 

2, For protection, and ſupportation : It is the Magiſtrate 


2. Protefton. duty to prote&t Gods Truth, worſhip, and fervice in the ext 


ciſe thereof againſt all violence and affronts. And for this ſr 
; 0 c, 
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(7) 


+ heis to take care for the maintenance and countenance 
Miniſters who are to give attendance to that worke , thus 
HYackiah ſpake — unto all the Levies that taught 
the good knowledge of God. 2 Chron.30.22. Hedid alſo ap- 
point the people to Miniſter ſuſtenance unto them. 2 Chros.31. 
4, He appointed his own portion. Moreover he commanded 
the people to give the portion of the Prieſts that they might 
teencouraged in the Law of the Lord, and they brought in 
thundance, the firſt fruits of Corne,Wine and Oile, and of all 
-ncreaſe of the Field , and the tithe of all things brought they 
in abundantly. Yer/.5. The ltke we read of good Nehemiah, 
Neh.13.10,11,12.Secec the place. 


;. For Reformation and Reſtraint of things which be de- 3. Reſtraint. 


traftive to what he is bound to maintaine and propagate. And 
terethe Magiſtrates duty is to reſtraine foure evils. 

1. The Practiſe of Idolatry,of this there can be little doubt : 
enſaphat, Hezekiah,and Foſiah were great Reformers, Foſiah 
xt down the Idolatrous Prieſts whom the Kings of 7udah had 
ſet up to burne incenſe, &c. (the like did Hezekzah.2 Chro. 31. 
1.) yet Note by the way, that though thoſe Priefts which had 
ſerved in the high places were degraded from doing the office 
ofPrieſts at Gods Altar any more, yet they did eate the Bread 
oftheir God among their Brethren, 2 Kix.23.9. And this was 
xcording to the Law. Levit.21.Yer.21,22. No man that hath: 
4 HemiſhLand this was typicall.Jof the Seed of Aaron ſhall come 
gh ro.0ffer the offerings of the Lord, yet hee ſhall cate th= 
Bread of his God. Yer/.22. It was not faid unto them, goe 4ig, 
jbeg &c.This I particularly obſerve, becauſe though ſome of 
cur Miniſters might deſerve to be pur from their Office, as un- 
{ayory Salt,yet they muſt not be made vagabonds on the earth, 
wrtheir Wifes and Children beggars: The Reformers under 
theN.Teſtament ſhould follow the rule & example of thoſe re- 
{)rmers,in the O.Teſtament, and this is required of them, Zze. 
4.11,13,14. At the purging of the new Churches Miniſtery 
{there figured under Ezekze/s Temple ) thoſe that had de- 
fledthemſelves wich falſe worſhip, were to be degraded from 
the dignity and office of a Prieſt , to doe the moſt ſervile and 


neareſt offices about the Temple, yet they ſhould have where- 
B 


2 on 


Phil 2. 3. 


(8) 
on to hive and ſubſiſt : This I ſpeake and preſſe the rather, ). 
cauſe as there isa deſire in ſome here preſent , that the work 
of Reformation ſhould proceede and be carried on in a yy 
of righteouſneſle and mercy , ſo there may be a fulfilling 
of the ſame to roll away our ( thar I fay not, your) r. 
proach. 

A ſecond thing to be reſtrained, is the aQtuall preaching 
ſpreading of hereticall and poiſonous Doctrines : I lay th, 
reſtraint,not upon the holding of any opinion, though contra 
to the publikly owned and eſtabliſhed Doarine, becauſe op: 
ons as opinions, being a&s of the minde, are not diſcernib 
and therefore not puniſhable by humane Authority, yet whe 
ſuch dangerous opinions ſhall be publiſhed to the feducing 
and infeRing of his peopley then Chriſt will not have ez, 
the pretended inſpired Propheteſſe, nor any other of like 
dition,ſuffered to ſeduce his ſervants , Rev.2.14. It is clecre 
ſuch might be r-ſtrained, and in caſe ſuch falſe Teachers dif. 
gard the cenſures of the Church, then the Magiſtrate isinths, 
to ſerve Chriſt, and I thinke he may take thoſe words of 2, 
for his warrant, Ge/.5.12. Note 1. Hee ſpeakes there of Al 
Apoſtles who had poiſoned that Church with ſome Jeni 
Do&Erines. 2. He calls them troublers of the Church. 3. That 
ſuch troublers ought to be cut off, elſe Pax/ would never hart 
wiſht it : I doe not underſtand it. ofa cutting off of their Li 
or Eſtates, but a reſtraint of their praRice , that they might 
no longer trouble the Church with their pernicious Dotins; 
And the reſtraint upon them muſt be ſo effeRuall , thatthy 


may be as if they were dead, for as long as they perfiſt inther 


troubleſome teaching, they are not cut off. 4. And when tht 


' Church has gon as far as it can, and prevailes nothing, the 


Pauls wiſh calls for the Magiſtrates helpe to reſtraine them, s 
evill workers in an high degree, and troublers of the Churcis 
peace, which the Magiftrate is bound to preſerve. Butth 
place, Zach.13.2, 3, 5. comes more home to our purpoſe, / 
will ( ſaiththeLord ) cauſe the Prophets and the unclun 
ſpirit to paſſe out of the Land, And it ſpall come to paſſe,that w' 
any ſhall yet prophecy , then his Father and Mother that big 
bins, ſnall ſay unto him,thox ſhalt not live, for thou Seakeh t 

- . } 
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(9) 


in the Name of the Lord,ec. This is a plaine prophecy of the 
times of the Goſpell : wherein note, 1, That by the Spirit of 


God, there is foreſhewed a ſingular evil that ſhould happen hee 


inthe Chriſtian Churches, viz. men ſhall beare themſelves for 
Prophers which are none, (' for they ſhall weare the Prophets 
zrment to deceive. ) 2. Thoſe Prophets are Teachers of fall- 


hood.3.This evill is to be purged away, and theſe men brought _ 


«Lo? 


o ſhame by the Chriſtian Magiſtrate : at the. inſtance and Vee 3- 


complaint of their deareſt friends , his Fatker and Mother ſhall 
thruk himchrough when he prophecieth , not with their own 
hands, but according to the Law, Dexz.13.9. They ſhall bring 
him to the Magiſtrate to be puniſhed. 4. And this ſhall be the 
fruit of the Magiſtrate dealing with them , viz. they ſhall be 
aſhamed of their viſions, and their prophecyings YVer.4.5. and 
hall confeſſe, / am 9 Prophet, &c. 

And there is a reaſon,as Mr. PB arroughs thinks,why their bet 
friends ſhould withſtand them in this their way. 1. Becauſe it 
isabhorring to- nature to ſuffer that God, whom wee hor.our, 
to be blaſphemed: 2. And to fee our Wives , Children and 
deareſt friends to be ſeduced into wayes, which wee thinke will 
undoe their ſoules to eternity , and not be able to helpe them ; 
no way left to help our ſelves or them, unlefle we can perſwade 
the ſeducer to deſiſt,or aske them why they do lo, and intreate 
them to forbear, 

Athird ſort to be reſtrained are makers of Sets and Diviſt- 
ens among the people, becauſe this is dire&iy oppoſite to the 
Magiſtrates proper end,viz.publike Peace,and Quiet : The ſet- 
tingup of diviſions , Church againſt Church , Ordinance a- 
gainſt Ordinance , does in its owne nature tend to the diſtur- 
bance of publik peace and humane ſociety ; See the danger of 
it Gal.5.15. If yee bite and devour one another , Take heed 
fee be not conſumed one of anther; if the Church of Chriſt, 
which ſhould be as a City at unity within it ſelfe, ſhall nouriſh 
within its bowells contrary Sets and Diviſions, there will be 
bing and devouring one of another, and the Churches diviſi- 
0nsdo prove the Churches conſumprions. - 
 Afoutth ſort to be reſtrained by the Magiltrate are vicious 
lvers, to the ſcandall of the Goſpell : Though the hs 
| B 3 0 
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of vice be worſe than living in vice , yet the Mapiſtrate canny 
rake notice of the affeRion , but of the aRion, to reſtray 
open ſins, yea,though they be not peace-diſturbing enormitie, 
For the Magiſtrates power is not limited to preſervation gf 
Peace and Juſtice onely, as its adequate Obje&, but is exter. 
ded to other evill workes and open enormities : ** As fore. 
** ample,he is to reſtraine the polluting of the Sabbath by byz 
ing and ſelling, as Nehemiah did,cap.13.15,16, He istopy 
« 0iſh and reſtraine Drunkeneſle, Dewt.212o. though ithe 
« harmeleſſe and quiet -drunkard : fornication alſo and vaing 
« ſwearing comes within his compaſs,though the publick peace 
« be not thereby diſturbed:lIt is very much, you ſee,that thec; 
vill power has to do in the things of God. Burt apaink the 
Magiſtrates reſtraining power, 3. things are objected, 

1 Ob. May the Magiſtrate reſtraine me of that liberty whih 
Chriſt hath purchaſed ? 

Sel. No: but Chriſt has not purchaſed a liberty for you toke 
an Idolater,or an Heretick , or a maker of Secs, or a viciow 
Liver : Chriſt has not purchaſed a liberty for Arri« todey 
his Godhead, nor for a Papiſt to worſhip the creature, not 
for Husbandmen and keepers of cattel|, to be Prophets, nor 
for any man to endanger the ſalvation of others ; Chriſthu 
not purchaſed a liberty for every man to hold what heelif; 
Nor to ſerve God in his own way, for then ſome ſhouldhe 
authorized by Chriſt to blaſpheme God, and to ferve Godby 
ſinning againſt him, Therefore this reſtraint is juſt , and not 
aSainit chriſtian liberty. 

2.0b. But as good have no Religion, as no liberty to pratti 
Ta 

Sol.1. Not ſo neither, in ſome kinde of things,that of Pu, 
Rom 14.22. takes place , haſt thou faith ? bave it rothy ſelft, 
that is, art thou certainly perſwaded concerning thy liberty 
thele things? content thy ſelfe with knowing it, and with be 
ing freed from ſuch ſcruples, yet forbeare the practiſe, in ck 
of offence, 9.9. Let no man be carried out , upon pooedy 
perſwaſion of his conſcience to doe any thing to the hurts 
others : reſtraint in practiſe may ſtand with Chriſtian liderty 
I Cor.8 8.13, . | F 

Solb 


Cas) 

$1. 2. It 1s a tweet priviledge for men of a different minde 
oenjoy their owne private judgement, under the civil Power, 
without having it drawne forth, and then puniſhed, when it is 
made known : It is a ſweet Priviledge, though my forme and 
my be denyed me, yet that 1 ſhall nor be forced to a poſitive 
ifting ina way that is contrary to my judgement ; for ſo I en- 
joy both my c1v:1i Quiet, and my inward Peace. 

Sil.3. There is no juſt complaint for want of Liberty, when 
men may have free acceſſe unro the uſe of all eſtabliſhr Or- 
dnances, which by their own confeſlion are the power of God 
anto falvation ; Againe, no man is caſt out of our Communi- 
onfor his diſſenting judgement, unleffe he caſt himſelfe our ; 
Iflwerein New-England, in France, or Germanie, 1 would 
communicate with any Congregation, that holds Chriſt the 
Head, and Faith the Foundation, that holds and believes the 
Articles of the Creed, and profeſle Repentance towards God, 
Andany of thofe Nations ſhould communicate with me upor 
the ſame termes. My reaſon is ,' becauſe Communion wit!: 
Chrift the Head, and wich the Cathol1que Church,the Body, i: 
the root of Communion with particular Congregations. 
1. There is but One Church in the World, One Chriſt, One 
Fath, One Baptiſme, One Lord over alband in all. 2. Mini- 
ters of Chrift, are Miniſters of the Church where ever they 
come; we are not Miniſters ſo to one Congregation, as that: 
wecannot exerciſe miniſteriall ARs in another Congregation. 
;.ſheMembers alſo of theChurch are all baptiſed into that one 
body, not into this or that Congregation, and ſo we are all 
Members one of another. 4. Laſtly, All the Members by ver- 
we of their Communion with the Church-Catholique, have a 
neht tothe Ordinances all the world over, and in the Mini- 
ſers where ever they come, if they come where Cephas is Pa- 
tor, they have a right in him, if where Pax/ and eApolos doe 
fciate, they have a right in them, and. why ſo? becauſe you r ©. , ,., 
aeChriſts: ſo-that the roote of Communion is becauſe I am 2. : 
Chrifts, and from that Head I have a right in Apollo's, and Ce- 
js, &. Look what makes one a Member of the Univerſal 
Viſible Church, the ſame ſerves to make one a Member of any = 


Mrticalar Congregation, and ſuch a man hath right co the Or- 
dinances 
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Jinances every where:So then our Brethren are not ſtraightreg 
by us, but in their owne bowels. And for them to makether 
owne Conceptions the rule and condition of holding Comny. 
10n with us, is in effeR to impoſe upon the Magiſtrate, ane. 
ceſlity of receding from the approved and publiquely owne{ 
Eſtabliſhments, 

3. Obj. Bur we are freed by the late Aft, to ferve God in ty 
.owne way, Why then ſhould wee bee Reſtrained by the Mays 
ſtrate ? | 

Sol. That A frees your Purſes from Penalties indeed, by 
not your Conſciences from Sin : eſes allowed a Bill of Dj. 
vorcement, if any had put away his Wife and married another 
without giving ſuch a Bill, it had been death : But now tho 
that Law did exempt the party from puniſhment, yet- not fron 
ſinne, and ſo our Saviour told the Phariſees, from the Begin. 
ning it was not ſo. Thus our Statute of Uſury, allowing 8. jr 
cent. if the Queſtion be, Is that Uuſury legall > We ſay, Ye: 
Burt if the Queſtion be, Is it lawfull before God? Wetellyoy, 
Nay : So in this caſe, you will not ſanRifie the Sabbath inthe 
publique Aſſemblies, if the.Queſtion be, Is this ſeparation pu- 
niſhable? That A& cells you, Nay : But if the Queſtionhe, 
Is the Sabbath duly ſanRified, and do men fin in forſakingthe 
Aſſemblyes? We tell you, Yea: The Magiſtrate remits only the 
penalty, bur that is no diſcharge of Duty before God: Humare 
powers may mittigate penalties, but they cannot make Sinneto 
be no S1n, nor Schiſm to be no Schiſm. Thus is the Magiſtrats 
re{training power vindicated. 

4. There is yet one thing more belonging to the Chriſtian Mx 
giltrate, and that is a Power to regulate and order Circumſtar 
ces for the managing of an Ordinance, which in their general 
nature are neceſſary, yet left undetermined in Scripture: asfot 
example,It is neceſſary in the generall,that ſome place for pub 
lique Worſhip be choſen, that ſome houres be appointed, that 
the Miniſter uſe ſome Garments or other, &c. ſeeing in ſuc 
things there muſt be ſome way or other uſed, and yet nones 
limited in Scripture, therefore the Magiſtrate may order th 
houre of9. and 3. from publique meeting, rather than gun- 

fing or Midnight ; and for the Place, the Church rather tha 
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iTaverne : and for Habit, a black Gown rather than a white 
Cloak : the reaſon is, becauſe that Circumſtance, which 1 may 
uſe to my ſelfe, being free fo to do, there being no inſtitution 
oChriſt in the thing, the ſame may the civill power ordain to 
he obſeved by all. 

Thus you have ſeen, that it 1s much that the Magiltrace has 
doin the things of God, 1. For Propagation : 2. For Fro- 
rRion of the truch. 3.For reſtraint of Idolatry, Herciie, Diviti- 
ons,and vicious living.4. And for fetling outward order among 
bis people. 

Now fullows the ſecond branch of our Defrine, viz. wirtt the 
Magiſtrate may not do 1n matters of Religion. And here let the 
queſtion be whether the civill power ma) 1mpoſe an att of worſhip, 
ard force men by temporall penalties to att againſt the convictions 
of their own conſcience(as here Nebu.aid the 3. Children? ) Neg. 
For anſwer 2.are to be premiſed. 1. This queſtion is not right- 
h reſolved by diſtinguiſhing between an act of worſhip lawtull 
& unlawfull,as if a true Religion might be impoſed, not a falle; 
frevery at of worſhip is ſuppoſed to be good in the judge- 
nent ofthe impoſer, and evill in the judgement of the refuſer : 
and they whoſe hap it is to live under contrary commands, and 
contrary Religions, muſt either have a bad conſcience,or a mi- 
ſrable life; a bad conſcience, if he can takeiin all points of the 
compaſs,or elſe a miſerable life under ſuch change of penalties. 

» 2, Igrant, that the Magiſtrate may compel! ſuch as do hold 
the faith, 8 own the worſhip(yet negle& the ſame out of an a- 
theiſticall profanenes and irreligiouſneſ, )to preſent themſelves 
tvevery ſuch acknowledged a& of Gods worſhip, as 4/a did, 
2(hron.15.13.that whoſoever would not ſeek the Lord God of their 
Fathers ſhould be put to death, &-c. Here Aſa made compulſive 
Lans about Religion,and ler the caſe be alike,theChriſtian Ma- 
pirate may compell, that is,to a confeſſed, known duty,becauſe 
nfuch compulſion , the Magiſtrate does not pinch upon the 
conſcience of the party , but upon his diſorderly outward man, 
forcing him to the praGtiſe of a duty, which in his own conſci- 
ence and ym he confeſleth to be a duty. 

ſe things premiſed,to the queſtion as it is propoſed, I an- D 


ner, that the Magiſtrate may propoſe , but not impole ; In- plied in caſesin 
| C firuct che Appeadix. | 
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&ruQ, but not deſtroy men ofa different judgement andy, 
he may reſtraine any falſe way(which is contrary to that which 
he takes himſelf bound to maintain. )But not force to a poſit 
aQing againſt the convictions of their own conſcience, hemy 
not ſet up an Image and a Fornace, he may not ſay , boy, x 
burne. 

Reaſ.1.Becauſe then a falſe worſhip may be impoſed as well; 
the true,and the godly men undone, by refuſing a falſe worſhip 
as well as carnall people by not obſerving the true : ?oby Au, 
nobis catholices fuit harericus ſaid Bellarmine,and was therefy; 
burned alive at ConFance : looke what reaſons one ſide giz 
for puniſhing of another, the ſame reaſons are brought bythe 
other ſide to puniſh them againe for the like refuſal ; the ſans 
argument was uſed againſt Paxl at Philipps, Atts 16,21, [1n, 
He teacheth cuſtomes which are not lawful for us to obſer; 
ing Romans, and at eAthens,AQs 17.18. Hee ſetteth farthny 
Geds | which Pax himſelf at firſt had uſed, when he perſecul 
the Chriſtians. 

Reaſ.2. It is againſt the nature of faith and worſhip to | 
forced : ſnaderi,non cogi uult fides : ns imponet mihi neſſu 
tem aut credend: quod nolim, aut quod velim , won credend!| 
cannot believe againſt my will, neither canI disbelieve ata 
pleaſure, much leſle at the will and pleaſure of another. Soi 
worſhip, God is not pleaſed with a forced worſhip, Godisu 
be ſerved with a perfeR heart, and a willing minde, and wht 
ſoever we performe againſt our will, or with an ill will, gradg 
ingly, or with an-unbelieving heart, not being perſwadedd 
the -lawfulneſſe thereof, it is ſin; It is like the cutting of 
Dogs neck. 

3. Reaſ. To impoſe an a& of worſhip under bodily puai 
ments,to come with an Image and a Fornace, ts properly: 
which we call ſpirituall tyranny over the conſcience, forkt 


ing man cannot puniſh the conſcience direRly, by an im Þ' 


ate ſtroak [| God alone can wound and heale the conſcient;) 
therefore all the force and puniſhment done upon theconk 
ence by men, muſtibe by- the body : This'is properly'toiu 
and Tyrannizeoverthe conſcience , when men are br 


x0 this ſtraite,, thateither the bodily eſtate muſt pe ri tt 
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the conſcience whole:of elſe the conſcience muſt be wounded to 
ethe body, & the ettate whole :This is a Lording over mens 
anſcience :This was the ſad condition of our Fathers that lived 
"nder the laſh of Hez. 8. his {ix knotted whip, meane, the (ix 
{rticles ; He came with an Image and a Fornace, if the Papilts 
fuſed to acknowledge his ſupremacy,they muſt be hanged for 
Tritors, To the Proteſtants he came with tranſubltantiarion, 
mdaFaggot , if they refuſed to bow to that breaden 1doll, 
they muſt be burnt for Hereticks, 

Thus ſome Biſhops requiring ſubſcription too rigidly to all 
theceremonies, and ſilencing the Non-conformiſts [ though 
nenotherwiſe of quiet ſpirits,and uſefull gifts ]were deemed to 
aecciſe a ſpiritual] tyranny over mens conſciences, becauſe they 
amewith an image and a fornace,ſubſcription,or deprivation. 

The like things. done by other men in other changes of times, 


sreally the ſame ſin, though the men and names be changed : Hart-divil, 
Kereupon Mr. Burroughs breakes out into this prayer , God *-45 
rant we never meddle with any thing anſwerable to that ty- **©3* 


rny,and exhorts thus, the tables may turne one day, wherein 
the ſufferers ſhall have the greateſt eaſe, and the infliters the 
ſreſt burthen, but God forbid that their brethren ſhould lay it 
won them,though it were pur into their power to do it. 
Reaſ.4.Thus to enforce an a of Religion is againſt the prime 
litate of nature, Al things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould 
@tojow, do you the ſame to them, for this 1s the Law of nature, 
and of God by his Prophets. It isa ſtrange thing to conſider 
bon mens ſpirits and minds do alter with their condition, ſo as 
tothinke the ſame things juſt or unjuſt , according as it comes 
totheir turnes to be up,or down, to be above,or beneath : men 
ould not think it equitable to be ſo dealt with., as they deale 
top with others : He that ſends out groanes for liberty, if hee 
ſtall make others groane for lack of the ſame,though the thing 
poſed be perhaps juſt and righteous, yet his a& of impoſing 
$noſt unrighteous, becauſe he ſins againſt the light of nature, 
Alteri ne feceris, &c.and againſt the light ofthe Goſpell: judge 
rather, that no man lay a fuabling block, or an occaſion 
bfallio bis brothers way, Rom.14.13. | 
Tall now cleere two or three Objections of thoſe that 
C 2 ſtand 
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ſtand for this power of impoſing in the Magiſtrate, 


1.Ob. If Magiſtrates may not impoſe,nor compell ro a Chit 


profeſſ:on,then every ene may be of what Religion he liſt. 
Sol. No man can be of any other Religion than whathin. 
ſelfe doth liſt, for Religion is ſeated in the underſtancinga| 
will : A Religion which I like not,is not my Religion , thoug 
i conforme outwardly to it : An implicite faith to bel 
what the Church or State believes, meerly becauſe they har 
agreed upon it, is no faith at all. But if by being of whatRel 
$10n I liſt, be underſtood thus,every one will have his ownny, 
and fo we ſhall nouriſh al! confuſtons. 1 Anſwer, This miſch 
15 prevented by the Magiſtrates reſtraining power, who 
may not inforce you to an ac of worſhip againſt your min! 
ſo neither will he permit you the exerciſe of what you lif, 
Sainſt his own minde : He will not force you to keep his daje, 
or prayers, but you ſhall keep them,or none at all openiy. 
2.Ob. Zut doth not this non-impoſing under temporal! jtus 
ties, amount to that abſolute,wild toleration, which you ſeemii 
condemne ? 
' Sol. No, toleration is taken away by his a& of reſtranng 
That which I reftraine, I do not tolerate, he that reſtrainestt 
practice of Idolatry, the ſpreading of Hereſies, c. canndtt 
faid to tolerate them.This non-impoſing is not toleration, bi 
that Chriſtian moderation which ſhould be known to alin 
3. Ob. But muſt ſuch diſſenters as refuſe to alt accordin 


authority enjoynes,be let alone ? 


Sol. No : there is a twofold remedy provided. 1. Oneſ 
tuall for the healing and reducing of perſons going alt! 
falſe wayes of DoEtrine and worſhip, viz. InſtruRion, Dit 
pline,and Prayer : ſpirituall remedies conſcientiouſly appli 
through Gods blefling will cure ſpiritua)l diſeaſes.2.Butif 
yet the Magiſtrates reſtraining power and wiſdome ( a5 
deſcribed ) is a ſoveraigne remedy, every way commenl 
to the ſuppreſſing of falſe worſhip, and of all civill dies 
that may ariſe thereof. 

4.Ob. will.not this breed contempt of the Civill Pomer”/ 

Sel. No: Man is not deſpiſed, when God is preferred 

Gods prerogative royall'to be obeyed in what hee ” 
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(17) 
wen becauſe he commands it, that is, for his own Authorities 
ſake, Gods Commands are good , becaute commanded. by 
him : But, mens commands are ftibje&t to examination, and 
weowe unto them, -not an abiolute but a concitionall obe- 
dience, viz. Ex parte res,when the thing 1njoyned, ts not un- 
awfull. And in ſuch caſe of non-obedience , the reverence 
due to authority is preſerved by yclding our bodies to their 
power in paſſive Obedience, when wee cannot yeild our ſoules 
cotheir worſhip in an active Obedience, ( as here theſe three 
children did. ) 

Uſe. I end with foure ſhort Admonitions and Cautions to 
the party that does diſſent, and craves not to be impoſed upon, 
nor forced by temporall puniſhments to a& againſt the con- 
vitions of his own conſcience, let him preciſely obſerve theſe 
foure Rules, ' 

Cantion 1. Take heed , beware how thou dare pretend con- 
ſcience for thy non-obedience, when it is ſoiyething elſe , as 
perhaps Pride, Aﬀectation of applauſe, Humouf, Selte-intereſt, 
&, Do- not dare ſo to abuſe thy conſcience , as to make it a 
baude to thy luſt, for then humour will be conſcience, Pride and 
Schiſme will be conſcience , filthy lucre and vaine-glory will be 
conſcience, Selfe-ends and Selfe-intereſt will be conſcience 
And fo that pretious ſparkle of Divine Majeſty ſet up in thy 


' breaſt to keepe thee in awe of finne, ſhall be made a cloake for 


finne, to. ſinne with the more liberty and ſecurity. As it is 
agreat ſinne to aR againſt the ſtanding inditment of our 
own conſcience , ſo it is a ſingular abule of the omnipotent, 
holy, ſin-revenging God, to plead conſcience for the doing, 
or not-doing of this or that, when as there is nothing leſſe than 
conſcience in the bufines ; —— Such a man ſinnes with a pro- 
tection, He has gotten his conſcience, yea, God himſelfe to be 
the prote&our of his wickedneſſe ; And ſuch men,if they can 
be diſcovered , deſerve to be twice puniſhed , once for their 
fault , another time for their holy 'pretence. *Tis a great 
—_—_ to make conſcience a Sanctuary for any dif- 
order. | 

2, Let the diſſenting party, though he cannot conforme to 


the InjunRions of Authority in ſome point of opinion or wor- 
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ip , yet carry himſelfe ſo innocently, peac 
fo 2 . , eab ' 
fenſively in other reſpects , that "tk au nom 
—_ have _ LO ſay, I have no occaſs 04 OY ed 
1m , ſave 1 the Ls ' hs Gs . a" 
Dan.6.5. ) w of his God, ( as it was ſaid of Dati, 
3. For the manner of refuſall , be car 
n arefull t TY 
bumble , quiet, Selfe-denying way ; do not nan, - n an 
— or Pride, or Turbulence of ſpirit fa&tioul] Ap, 
_—_ Hee that does diſſent from the publikly {an 4 ” 
- abliſhr way, hath great reaſon to be humble and ran 
difſents one When a man by reaſon of his conkia 
; ents from the civill power, ifhe can enjoy his owne in ence 
peace and outward quiet, he ſhould giſcover a very ill , ” w. 
ana — and ſcorne upon The truths of God Ublikh 
preached,or to caſt dirt upon the wayes-which he 0 ' fy ] 
con_ and _— thoſe that differ from him IPO 
4. Be ſure, practically to put a differenc ; 
| > | e betwe 
— and diſobedience or Rebellion ; if thou be _ __ " 
— Fi pum, to thy judgement, fit fone wid s 
non-obedience, Bur let not thy ſpirit be carri 
a . : carri 
_— by CP - I womans i 
3 OA 3 ' 4 oP ' 
che muliths, y againſt Aflembly, in a viſible oppoſitionty 
Ob. A4:a zf thy caſe be ſuci 2 
o ? 5 2 as ti)at of Peter 44 Ja . 
41. Tlperoemaree's fre or 
” eſ1us,yet they aid Ver. , 
4 drhem rs tr - 44 N =_ r.19.becauſe God had comman« 
$e7. Then remember thou art under a d 
- oubl . 
—_— the ſame time, one from God, who comers 
Props 0 X prom r from men , who command thee none 
x. __ os 4 wats in this caſe, thy conſcience is diſcharged 
Magiſtrate b if _ what he commauds thee, and 2. To the 
Fn ge Y OY to his power in ſuffering And ſothy 
Co 4 0 _ thy reverence due to authority are both pre- 
Queſt —_ I am-brought to my ſecond Doctrine. 
Ws. - e of injurious impofitions, what is a Chriſtian 
Avsſ. Rather yeild our bodies to the fire , than our conſc 
ence 
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meeto the worſhip, as theſe three wortlies in my Te: ud ; 

from whence my ſecond Doctrine is this, 2/2. To Qczyve ty 2 DD: 

Gods Will and Wayes againſt all humane dro! and terrour, 

zut of a confident perſwaſton that he ts Lord of our h;ves, able 
o deliver , and in an humble Retignation to ys YWildome, 
whether he will deliver or not , in fucn a firaite, is a {tron 5: 
of ſpirit to be endeavoured atter , by all that {eare God, and 
xould keep a g00d Conſcience. | 

Every circumſtance of this Doctrine is grounded on the 
Anſwer of Shadrach, AMeſhach and eAbeanegs to Neon 
war, Verſ.16 17. To cleave to Gods \Vill and \Waycs {| fo 
did they, wee will not ſerve thy Gods , nor worſhip the Gul- 
tn Image which thog haſt ſet vp. ] Againſt all bhuinane dread 
ind terrour. [ So did they, wee are not carefull to au{wer thee 
i" this matter. | Out of faith or a confident perſwaſion that he 
s 2ble to dehver | therefore they ſaid , our God whom wee: 
ſerve s able to deliver us from the burntag fiery Fornace | and” 
nan humble Reſignation to his wiſdome , whether he will de- 
lver in ſuch a ſtraite, or not |_ ſo they ſaid, hee will deliver ve; 
wt of thine hand , O King, {cil. if it ſeeme beſt to his Godly 
Wiſdome, we are not ſure, that hee will deliver us, therefore 
they expreſſe their confidence conditionally, [ But it not Jas. 
ifrhey had ſaid, He can, ifhee will, if it be for his glory and 
ours, and the Churches good, deliver us, but for that, we re- 
ſigne up our ſelves to his Will and Wiſdome , and refolve to 
ſickto his wayes, and to our duties ; However Fee pleaſe to 
(iſpoſe of us] is a ſtrength of ſpirit, [it is not every degree of 
grace that can make a man to do this, ] yet it is to be endea- 
wured after, and reſolved on, by all that feare God, {* for 
therwiſe we ſhould feare a man that ſhall die , and forget the 
Lord our Maker,who is able to deſtroy both Body and Soule in 
tellif we deny him before a finfull Generation of men. ] 

But here I muſt make an end. 

ThusI have, I hope, according to promiſe, in a ſober, mo- 
(erate way, unpartially held forth the cleare Minde of God in 
this great and buſie controverſie, How we ought to judge,and 
bow to walke betweeen two Opinions, one of them, that bring 
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rall penalties of Impriſonment, Sequeſtration,8&c. and other, 
that plead for an abſolute freedome fromall coercive power 
Magiſtrates in matters of Religion. Þþ 
The true uſe of this Diſcourſe lieth in the Practice, which 

heeded, will produce this happy fruit, 1. God will have hj 
Glory and true Preheminence over our Soules. 2.The Goſl 
of Chriſt, its true Honour and Splendor , being propagate 
and prote&ed. 3. The Devill and his inftraments, their dv 
ſhame, whilf error is reſtrained and vice ſuppreſſed. 4. The 
Miniſters and Servants of e/#us Chriſt will have their dueer 
couragement and proteQtion .5.Mens conſciences their juſt [;. 
berty.6. The Church will enjoy more truth in Power and Pur: 
ty, and Brethren more Freedom,Love,and Peace among then. 
ſelves. 7. And many thouſand Souls preſerved from periſhing 
through dangerous Seduction. 

' If intheſe or the like reſpe&s any Glory may redoundt | 
God,any good to the Church , I ſhall attaine the end of ny 
Preaching, and you the Fruit of my Sermon. 


FINTS. 


